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SEL Conference Promotes Innovation Through Collaboration

PULLMAN, WA — March 12, 2013 — Schweitzer Engineering Laboratories, Inc. (SEL) is
pleased to announce the second annual Modern Solutions Power Systems Conference, which will
take place June 5-7, 2013, in Chicago, Illinois.

The Modern Solutions Power Systems Conference brings together professionals from a variety of
industries and disciplines to explore common challenges, learn from successes, and generate new
ideas that will drive future innovation.

“We want to bust silos,” says SEL President and CEO Dr. Edmund O. Schweitzer, I11. “And, we
want to get ourselves and others thinking about where our industry has been, where we are going,
and whether we are on the right track.”

This year’s event features three dynamic keynotes:

Ed Schweitzer, founder and president of SEL will open the conference with a talk about creativity
and innovation. He is recognized as a pioneer in digital protection and is a Fellow of the IEEE, a
title bestowed on less than one percent of IEEE members. Schweitzer invented the first
microprocessor-based protective relay, holds more than 70 patents, and is the recipient of the 2012
Medal in Power Engineering—the highest award given by IEEE—for his leadership in
revolutionizing the performance of electric power systems with computer-based protection and
control equipment.

Michael Shellenberger, noted author and president of the Breakthrough Institute, will present
“Breakthrough Environmentalism: Why Technological Innovation Is the Key to Sustainability.”
Shellenberger’s work has been called “prescient” by Time and “the best thing to happen to
environmentalism since Rachel Carson’s Silent Spring” by Wired. He gained notoriety in 2004
when the essay he co-authored with Ted Nordaus, “The Death of Environmentalism,” was featured
on the front page of the Sunday New York Times. The piece sparked a national debate and inspired
a generation of young environmentalists. Shellenberger has been profiled in the New York

Times, Wired, the San Francisco Chronicle, the National Review, The New Republic, and on NPR
and the Colbert Report.

Dr. Marvin Roush, professor emeritus at the University of Maryland, senior reliability engineer at
the Goddard Space Flight Center, and noted reliability expert, will present “Corporate Value
Gained Through Reliability Engineering.” Roush has made a career of improving reliability. While
working as a professor of physics and nuclear engineering at the University of Maryland, he

Making Electric Power Safer, More Reliable, and More Economical®


mailto:kate_wilhite@selinc.com
http://www.time.com/time/specials/packages/article/0,28804,1841778_1841779_1841804,00.html
http://www.wired.com/science/planetearth/magazine/15-10/mf_burning?currentPage=all
http://www.nytimes.com/2005/02/06/national/06enviro.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/01/13/books/review/Yglesias-t.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/01/13/books/review/Yglesias-t.html
http://www.wired.com/science/planetearth/magazine/15-10/mf_burning?currentPage=all
http://www.sfgate.com/politics/joegarofoli/article/Thinkers-take-liberalism-apart-in-order-to-save-it-2368007.php
http://www.aei.org/article/energy-and-the-environment/climate-change/an-environmental-reformation/
http://www.tnr.com/article/politics/91062/breakthrough-journal-liberalism-media
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=105834436

initiated their degree program in reliability engineering. The program’s academic and research
focus is based on recognizing that the performance of a complex system is affected by engineering
inputs that begin at its conception and extend throughout its lifetime. Roush has worked on the
Solar Dynamics Observatory and conducted analyses on nearly a dozen satellites.

The SEL Modern Solutions Power Systems Conference will take place at the Palmer House® Hilton
in Chicago. The price is $1,000 USD per person.

For more information or to register for this event, please visit www.selinc.com/p162.

SEL serves the power industry worldwide through the design, manufacture, supply, and support of
products and services for power system protection, monitoring, control, automation, and metering.
SEL offers unmatched local technical support, a worldwide, ten-year product warranty, and a
commitment to making electric power safer, more reliable, and more economical.
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